CHAPTER V

PHILOSOPHICAL STUDY

Parasara Bhatta is one of the leading writers on the
Srivaisnava school of thought. All his compositions bear
ample evidence to this fact. As one who occupied a
pre-eminent position after Sri Ramanuja, he commanded
great respect as is evident from a number of reverential
references made to him by no less a person than Vedanta
Desika himself.1 In several places where there seems
to be a contradiction in the available text of the
Tattvaratnakara with some well-known concepts of this
school, Vedanta Desika tries to explain it away without
criticising or contradicting Parasara. While Vedanta Desika
quotes very long tracts from the Tattvaratnakara2 it is
quite obvious that even Vedanta Desika did not have
the full text of it before him. He clearly states that the
prameya section of it was lost.3 The loss of this
monumental philosophical treatise of the great acarya
is great no doubt; but yet his other compositions like
the Bhagavadgunadarpana, the three stotra-s and the
Astasloki, enable us to arrive at a more or less clear
picture of Parasara's philosophical position. An approach
to a study of the Srivaisnava school should be guided
by two considerations which are very fundamental to
an understanding of this system: (1) that it is not merely
a < philosophy; and (2) that it is not purely religious.
Visistadvaita can best be understood as a religious
philosophy. An attempt is made in this chapter to gather
the ideas and concepts as are available in all these works.

EPISTEMOLOGY

From the available passages of the Tattvaratnakara